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a call to resist illegitimate authority

WOMEN'S PENTAGON ACTION
On November 16th and 17th, 2000 women assembled in
Washington to discuss militarism and violence in our
daily lives. On Monday, November 18, 1500 marched
on the Pentagon. Resist staff members Amanda Claiborne and Dorothy Martin wrote the following report
on the Women's Pentagon Action.
Monday, 10:30 a.m.: The word comes around from the
other four sides: the Pentagon is surrounded. I don't
think any of us really believed we could do it, but here
we are, some linked by arms and others by the brightly
colored scarves that we are using to stretch the ranks.
On both sides I can see women stretched out in a long
wavy line, surrounding the huge ugly building.
The consciousness of numbers is a flicke1 ing awareness all day. We march silently through Arlington
National Cemetery, walking the narrow road between
the tombstone-strewn hills, as uncomprehending men police and television crews - struggle to keep up with
us, trying to get camera angles or spurting by on motorcycles. Like a children's book, the hills are covered with
women as far as the eye could see. This morning the

world is female: the doors of the buses and the Metro
slide open to reveal more and more women who have
come to join the crowd already waiting at the cemetery
gates. On that cold and gray Monday morning, the
sense is of rejoining the whole, escaping the usual isola.tion. This is the quiet joy and strength the men do not
understand.
No leaders, no followers - what kind of demonstration is this? A few puppets, that's all, towering above
us, but fragile, propelled by our flesh and blood. The
. day is planned in four stages: Mourning, Rage, Empowerment, and Defiance. The walk through the cemetery
begins the Mourning stage. So many graves, impersonal; almost nameles~. The hills of little white tomb. stones, all that's left of so many dead. All the lives gone,
almpst all men. One woman points out a tombstone on
the way. "Anne F., wife of ... ," it says.
As we leave the cemetery, clumped together beneath
an underpass, we howl and shout, rage and mourn,
ululations echoing in the gray damp. Black veils apear,
and we try to make contact with the sorrow that -is
always there but that we usually avoid experiencing.
(contfnued on paae 2)

side of the building, our sisters are holding hands preparing to defy the lines of police already ranged across
the steps of the loading docks and the entrances. It has
the momentousness and unreality of the Moon Walk;
we are joyful.

Coming onto the parade ground, facing the River
Entrance of the Pentagon, we are urged to be silent and
save our mourning for the proper time. I am somewhat
annoyed by this. It seems that too often we have been
told when and where is the appropriate time to feel. We
arrive in silence and spread out around the U of the
parade ground facing the Pentagon.
The puppets will signal the stages of our protest, and
now the Black Mourning puppet moves to the center as
women come forward to plant small white gravestones
for our sisters: Karen Silkwood, Rosa Luxemburg, Victims of Love Canal, Missing Women in Brazil, Children
of Alabama, Marilyn Monroe. We don't know the
names of many, their identities concealed by the patriarchy that destroyed them. We mourn because we have
agreed not only to mourn but to rage, to protest, to stop
this dying and killing. Women have been singing Holly
Near's fallen sister song on and off all day: "It could
have been me, but instead it was you. If you can fight
for freedom, I can too."
The tombstones are planted. We mourn, arms around
each other, black veils over our eyes. Now the Red Rage
puppet moves forward . The veils come off, bunched
tightly in outstretched fists. Both arms outstretched,
fists shaking to the wordless chant that comes from
everywhere. "Ahh, Ahh, Ahh, Ahh," changes to "No,
No, No, No, No." Now women stream across the
parade ground, the chant changing. "We won't take it.
We won't take it," and "We will fight back." Streaming up to the front, massing facing the building, the
cameras, and the police. We are ready.
The Yellow Empowerment puppet distributes · the
scarves and bits of material that we have brought to link
us for the encirclement. The musicians appear to play an
empowerment song - "When the Saints Go Marching
In." The bouncy rhythm is okay at the time, but in
retrospect strangely seems out of keeping with our
mood. Why this attempt at levity? Are we afraid to
surround the Pentagon empowered by our rage? Other
women also seem confused by the choice of song, and
only begin to relate tQ it when the words are quickly
changed to "When the women .... "
Now we set off in our three straight lines, linked
together front and back like animals in a carnival. The
break from the group is sudden and I feel lonely walking
in single file. Faces inside the building peer out. I
remember two black women in maids' uniforms throwing open a window, leaning out to watch. Heading past
the loading docks some black men give the raised fist
salute. I wonder what they make of this strange scene: a
long line of women, mostly young, mostly white, struggling to keep together, clambering over hills, dropping
hands and scarves and picking them up again.
The Red and Black puppets are leading us, and now
we can see the Yellow puppet approaching from the
other direction to join. We are linking. Our line in front
and back is mostly unbroken. "Link arms, Link arms,"
we shout to the women behind us. The line snakes and
stretches to fill in gaps and the runner comes around to
tell us that the linking is complete. Unseen on the other
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The chants and singing start again. The circles are the
best part of the action both Sunday and today. The
energy passes from woman to woman. Hearing
women's voices take up what one voice starts, let it die
or change it to something new. No bullhorns, no microphones, only I 500 women holding hands, passing the
words back and forth.
The word comes round, "CD at eleven." We are going to block the entrances to the Pentagon. I am quite
willing to wait twenty minutes so that the assault can be
coordinated on all sides, but many women are impatient
to move, full of energy from the surrounding. They
begin to move out of the line, linking with affinity
groups to move to the areas where we will begin our act
of defiance. One group does not wait until eleven but
surprises a line of police, gets behind them, and then is
pushed by the police into the building. (They are later
charged with forcible entry and have bail fixed at $250
each.)
At the loading docks, affinity groups form tight concentric circles, talking and singing. They move to the
stairs where they sit down, blocking the entrance, police
beind them. Other women move among them weaving
over and between them with yarn and scarves, a protective web to strengthen our resistance. Police move in
with scissors and plastic handcuffs .. They are prepared
and the arrests go quickly, but as one affinity group is
arrested another moves forward to take its place.
Patient and silent, the weavers continue to retie the
threads that the cops cut.
Those of us not doing CD have surrounded the area.
Indignant that people are still getting in and out despite
the blocking, we crowd forward, filling in the gaps near
the wall. We let most people through after talking with
them unless they look like brass. Nose to nose with
medals and uniforms, we force them to find another
way.
At the River Entrance and loading docks, the crowd
supports the CDers with loud encouragement, and there
is wailing everytime a woman is dragged off. At the
third entrance, the Mall, there are problems. Fewer
CDers are there, fifteen to twenty compared to over
fifty at each of the other two entrances, and there is conflict both among the different affinity groups and
between at least one of the affinity groups and the
2

peacekeepers. The peacekeepers, who were recruited the
day before from among the conferees, and who are· by
and large unobtrusive at the other entrances, seem confused at the Mall entrance over whether the CD is only
symbolic or is in fact intended to block (as was stated in
the action plan). All later accounts agree they were
heavy-handed. In several cases they actually helped people over the blockade while harassing the women taking
part in the action. Another strange thing about the
action at the Mall is that no · one is arrested here,
whereas all the women participating in the CD at the
other two entrances is arrested. This leads to accusations and counter-accusations, and general bad feeling
that was not at all characteristic of the action as a
whole.
Along with the misconduct of the peacekeepers,
another factor in disunity was that not all of the women
doing CD at the Mall were present at the preceding
conference, which was an integral part of the action. It
was at the conference, during the songs and workshops,
that solidarity was forged. Very different women, black
and white, rich and poor, young and old, gay and
straight, expressed their differences, heard each other,
and determined that they were willing to work together,
to mourn, rage, and defy together.

viewed two days of events which would reflect our
growing sense of collective strength and solidarity.
The workshops were an important phase of these
events. Because of our size several subgroups were
required for most topics. The wide range of issues
addressed was striking. There were nine workships covering militarism, racism, poverty, work, health, the
arts, violence, ecology, and sexuality. Despite the diversity of subjects, the reports from each workshop
revealed similar concerns. We saw our that our struggles
are intrinsically connected by the malignant patterns of
oppression and militarism which threaten the continuation of life. Our conference revolved aroun·d the realization that militaristic insanity has infiltrated every aspect
of our lives. We identified the many ways in which our
collective needs overlap: military spending robs our
society of health care, social services, decent housing,
and education; mony is put into jobs intended to kill
people instead of jobs that would encourage creativity,
renew our resources, develop the arts, and provide a
safe environment; patriarchy embraces racism and
homophobia; and the military mentality is translated in
our daily lives as repression, abuse, brutality and rape.
Our conclusions were based on acknowledging our
right and responsibility to make world-changing policy.
We recognized the need to replace the current system of
rabid fear and destruction with a coherent feminist analysis and structure. The conference showed us the importance of continuing to work in coalitions, of joining
with other women to reclaim our bodies and our powers
of self-healing, and of aggressively opposing the insensibility and inherent misogyny of the New Right.
As the day progressed the spirit of hope and determination grew. At intervals between workshops, we all
assembled in one large room for entertainment,
announcements, messages, and updates. More telegrams had arrived. We were 2000-strong and elated. An
easy cooperation flowed among us . . Despite our unplanned-for numbers, food and housing were arranged
for everyone. Because of time pressures, workshop
reports had to be condensed so that each of the many
subgroups could be heard. We were worn and eager to
get on to the vigil, yet we took a few moments to hold
hands and silently appreciate our strength and unity.
The vigil began just after dusk. We took our energy
out to the community. Leaving the bright lights of the
Center, we chanted and sang softly as we marched, following the giant Black puppet of Mourning and the slow
dirge of the drumbeat. We were marching for the
women who could not be with us, for Yolanda Ward
and all our sisters who have died for freedom, and for
women confined in prisons and institutions. At the end
of the march we congregated at the corner of 18th and
Columbia. Chants started up and the voices of 2000
women responded in unison. We were asked to pause
and remember Yolanda Ward, and we were silent. A
black woman, a poet, led a freedom song and we all
joined in for chorus after chorus: "Ain't gonna let
nobody turn us around, turn us around." We sang out
the songs of peace and hope, in defiance and joy.

The Conference
On Sunday morning groups of us from all over the
Northeast gathered at the Marie Reed Center in Washington's Adams-Morgan district. As we crowded off the
New York bus, the atmosphere was alive with excitement and anticipation. The building was overflowing
with women. We were welcomed and told that our numbers had far exceeded expectations. Grace Paley read us
a few of the many telegrams sent from women in other
parts of the country and from Scotland, England,
Australia, West Germany and Canada. Some groups
had organized support actions; women in Ottawa,
Canada, would be picketing the U.S. Embassy while we
were surrounding the Pentagon. We were invited to join
the workshops which were already underway, spread
out over the large comfortable spaces of the Center.
Some of the history of the Marie Reed Center had
been given earlier in the morning session by Jo Butler,
chairwoman of the D.C. Statehood Party. She ·
explained that the community center had originally been
a tarpaper shack. Its replacement was the result of hard
work and struggle by the community. However, the victory had ironic repercussions as neighborhood improvement brought with it gentrification, and many poor and
black residents were forced out. The Center's story was
a reminder of the layers of the struggle which was now
bringing us together.
Next that morning came a special remembrance for
three women whose lives hold particular significance for
the D.C. area. They were Harriet Tubman, Sojourner
Truth, and Yolanda Ward, a twenty-two year old local
housing activist and Howard University student who
had been slain two weeks before. Our evening vigil
would be dedicated to her. These opening remarks pre3

(continued on page 6)

THE EUROPEAN NUCLEAR
At the end of October some 80,000 people rallied.in
London's Trafalgar Square to demand that Britain give
up its nuclear arsenal. This was the largest manifestation so far of the growing European Nuclear Disarmament Movement, and the biggest anti-nuclear demonstration in Britain in nearly twenty years.
The goal of the European Nuclear Disarmament
Movement, whose founding statement is printed below,
is to make Europe a nuclear-free zone, extending from
Poland to Portugal• and Norway to Greece. It is an
attempt to persuade Europe to declare its independence
· from the East-West arms race. It is a rejection of the
U.S. strategy to allow Europe to become a nuclear
"theater" while hoping that the lJnited States will
remain a nuclear-free sanctuary in case war breaks out
in·Europe between NATO forces and the Warsaw Pact
nations.
; The decision taken by NATO in December, 1979 to
install 464 U.S.-made cruise missiles and 108 Pershing II
medium-range ballistics missiles in Europe was the
immediate cause of the revival of the movement to make
Europe a nuclear-free zone. The most effective movement has been that in the Netherlands, where an energetic campaign has successfully persuaded the Dutch
. parliament to postpone a decision on cruise missiles for

two years. Strong divisions in Belgium have caused that
government to postpone any final decision for several
months. Denmark and Norway have a policy of not
allowing nuclear weapons to be based within their
borders. And the Federal Republic of Germany, which
assented to the "modernization" of NATO's nuclear
arsenal with the express reservation that they also be
based elsewhere on the continent, now finds that this
condition has not been fulfilled.
The opposition or hesitation of the small NATO
countries to placing the new missiles within their
borders follows a long-standing reluctance to be a forward base for U.S. strategic weapons aimed at the
Soviet Union. Most striking, however, is the very .large
campaign that has grown U:P in Britain against the cruise
missile, and from which the idea of a European Nuclear
Disarmament Movement has emerged. By accepting 160
cruise missiles Britain has added 160 strategic targets
within its borders. The missiles are now planned to be
based in several small towns about 60 miles from London; and it is from these areas that a large portion of the
new disarmament movement has emerged.
The cruise missiles to be placed in Britain are "Tomahawk" ground-launched missiles. They are quite small
- about 20 feet long - and have sufficient range to

Appeal for European Nuclear
Disarmament

cess can logically only lead to the actual use of nuclear
weapons.
Neither of the major powers is now in any moral position to influence smaller countries to for ego the acquisition of nuclear armament. The increasing spread of
nuclear reactors and the growth of the industry that
installs them, reinforce the likelihood of world-wide
proliferation of nuclear weapons, thereby multiplying
the risks of nuclear exchanges.
Over the years, public opinion has pressed for nuclear
disarmament and detente between the contending military blocs. This pressure has failed. An increasing proportion of world resources is expended on weapons,
even though mutual extermination is already amply
guaranteed. This economic burden, in both East and
West, contributes to growing social and political strain.
setting in motion a vicious circle in which the arms race
feeds upon the instability of the world economy and vice
versa: a deathly dialectic.
We are now in great danger . Generations have been
born beneath the shadow of nuclear war, and have
become habituated to the threat. Concern has given way
to apathy. Meanwhile, in a world living always under
menace, fear extends through both halves of the European continent. The powers of the military and of internal security forces.~e. enlarged, limitations are placed
upon free exchanges of ideas and between persons, and
civil rights of independent-minded individuals are
threatened, in the West as well as the East.
We do not wish to apportion guilt between the political and military leaders of East and West. Guilt lies·

At the end of April 1980, foil owing some months of
consultation and preparation, an appeal for European
Nuclear Disarmament was launched at a press conference in the House of Commons, and at meetings in a
variety of European capital cities. The text of the appeal
reads:
We are entering the most dangerous decade in human
history. A third world war is not merely possible, but
increasingly likely. Economic and social difficulties in
advanced industrial countries, crisis, militarism and war
in the third world compound the political tensions that
fuel a demented arms race. In Europe, the main geographical stage for the East-West confrontation, new
generations of ever more deadly nuclear weapons are
appealing.
For at least twenty-five years, the forces of both the
North Atlantic and the Warsaw alliances have each had
sufficient nuclear weapons to annihilate their opponents, and at the same time to endanger the very basis of
civilised life. But with each passing year, competition in
nuclear armaments has multiplied their· numbers,
increasing the probability of some devastating accident
or miscalculation.
As each side tries to prove its readiness to use nuclear
weapons, in order to prevent their use by the other side,
new more 'usable' nuclear weapons are designed and the
idea of 'limited' nuclear war is made to sound more and
more plausible. So much so that this paradoxical pro4

DISARMAMENT MOVEMENT
reach the Soviet Union. The chief advantages of the
cruise missile as a weapon system are that they are very
inexpensive and very accurate. They carry one nuclear
warhead, and are designed to land within 100 yards of
their intended target. Cruise missiles find their way to
their targets by following a kind of map, which is etched
into their computer guidance system and enables them
to "recognize" physical features on their way to their
target and adjust their course if necessary.
There are other sources of the disarmament campaign
in Britain besides the cruise missile decision. One is the
Thatcher government's decision to buy the very expensive Trident missile system to "modernize" its strategic
nuclear forces. While the British economy is near collapse, with unemployment reaching Depression levels
and social services receiving large cuts, Britain is
increasing its defense spending by 3.50Jo in real terms
this year. And the projected costs of the Trident program will be nearly $15 billion over the next 15 years.
This stark choice of guns over butter, and a decision
made by only a handful of the government's advisors,
has reinvigorated the Labor Party's anti-nuclear supporters, and returned nuclear defense strategy to the
center of the political arena.
The popular support from unilateral nuclear disarma-

ment within Britain has been strong and growing rapidly. Public opinion polls have been edging up since the
campaign started, and now more than 400Jo of the population supports disarmament. The Labor Party, moreover, pledged itself to unilateral disarmament at its most
recent party conference, reflecting the support which
nuclear disarmament has achieved within the trade
union leadership and party activists.
If Europe is able to free itself from the spectre of
becoming a nuclear warzone in the struggle between the
United States and the Soviet Union, it will be a tremendous victory for peace forces throughout the world. It
would give inspiration to other movements attempting
to establish nuclear free zones elsewhere, and by significantly lowering the level of tension running along the
fissure between East and West Europe, it will also
decrease the chances of conflict between the U.S. and
the USSR. In this nuclear age the peace forces of
Europe are attempting to create a "European nuclear
liberation movement" to free themselves from the
threat of extinction. They need and deserve our support.
For more information write to END, Bertrand Russell
Peace Foundation, Gamble St., Nottingham, England.

squarely upon both parties. Both parties have adopted
menacing postures and committed aggressive actions in
different parts of the world.
The remedy lies in our own hands. We must act
together to free the entire .territory of Europe, from
Poland to Portugal, from nuclear weapons, air and submarine bases, and from all institution engaged in
research into or manufacture of nuclear weapons. We
ask the two super powers to withdraw all nuclear weapons from European territory. In particular, we ask the
Soviet Union to halt production of the SS-20 medium
range missile and we ask the United States not to implement the decision to develop cruise missiles and Pershing II missiles for deployment in Europe. We also urge
the ratification of the SALT II agreement, as a necessary step towards the renewal of effective negotiations ·
on general and complete disarmament.
At the same time, we must defend and extend the
right of all citizens, East or West, to take part in this
common movement and to engage in every kind of
exchange.
We appeal to our friends in Europe, of every faith
and persuasion, to consider urgently the ways in which
we can work together for these common objectives. We
envisage a · European-wide campaign, in which every
kind of exchange takes place; in which representatives
of different nations and opinions confer and co-ordinate their activities; and in which less formal exchanges,
between universities, churches, women's organisations,
trade unions, youth organisations, professional groups
and individuals, take place with the object of promoting

a common object: to free all of Europe from nuclear
weapons.
We must commence to act as if a united, neutral and
pacific Europe already exists. We must learn to be loyal,
not to 'East' or 'West', but to each other, and we must
disregard the prohibitions and limitations imposed by
any national state.
We must resist any attempt by the statesmen of East
and West to manipulate this movement to their own
advantage. We offer no advantage to either NATO or
the Warsaw alliance. Our objectives must be to free
Europe from confrontation, to enforce detente between
the United States and the Soviet Union, and, ultimately,
to dissolve both great power alliances.
In appealing to fellow Europeans, we are not turning
our backs on the world. In working for the peace of
Europe we are working for the peace of the world.
Twice in this century Europe has disgraced its claims to
civilisation by engendering world war. This time we
must repay our debts to the world by engendering peace.
This appeal will achieve nothing if it is not supported
by determined and inventive action, to win more people
to support it. We need to mount an irresistible pressure
for a Europe free of nuclear weapons.
We do not wish to impose any uniformity on the
movement nor to pre-empt the consultations and
decisions of those many organisations already exercising
their influence for disarmament and peace. But the
situation is urgent. The dangers steadily advance. We
invite your support for this common objective, and we
shall welcome both your help and advice.

Frank Brodhead
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Conclusion

women's movement. The action was part of creating or recording - this shift. We are seeing a kind of rearrangement of the many strands of the women's movement, not the abandonment of any of the central
threads, but the addition of some new ones and so a
change in the whole fabric. In the last few years women
particularly have become sensitive to the great danger
that hovers over our lives and the life of the planet. The
Reagan administration presents a grave threat to the
gains women have won around traditional "women's
issues" - reproductive rights, childcare, and affirmative action - and we must fight together not only to
hold on to these gains but also to expand them. However, we now see that "women's issues" are not just
daycare and abortion and the ERA, but that war, and
racism, and the survival of the earth itself are our issues
as well. We see more and more that the struggle to end
war and the threat to life everywhere is creating a sense
of the unity of our struggles. As our Statement says,
"We know that all is connectedness ... . We know that
there is a healthy, sensible, loving way to live and we
intend to live that way."

The Women's Pentagon Action did not end with our
gradual dispersal by the rain Monday afternoon. That
evening, on buses and trains returning to New York and
Boston, Brattleboro and Syracuse, women were talking.
Cold and wet, we packed in for the six- to twelve-hour
ride home and talked. At the conference we had become
aware of the many things that divide us - race, class,
sexual preference - as well as the many things that
unite us. On the way home these differences surfaced
again, but the conference made it possible for us to talk
about them, not without disagreement, but without bitterness.
The action itself raised many questions that we could
not answer. I.e., Why were almost all the demonstrators
young and white? What did it mean to us that almost all
the cops were male and black? How can the struggles
against racism, sexism, and militarism be most effectively combined? Other questions concerned civil disobedience. Is it still a useful tactic? Is it only symbolic or
is it more? Why do we hold so strongly to nonviolence
not only as our tactic but as our way of life? Is nonviolence in fact a realistic alternative and was it real to feel
ourselves more powerful than the weaponry and sterile
military technique we confronted at the Pentagon.
We also talked about how we could use the spirit and
energy generated by the action to continue the work, to
expand it in our communities. We talked about holding
small conferences in all the places we come from; of
talking in schools and check-out lines; of holding house
meetings of our friends and neighbors, and of·forming
coalitions which will work together to tear down the old
structures and create new ones to serve our needs
instead of repressing us.
The action helped us understand the meaning of a
shift that has been going on for the last year or so in the

Postscript

At least 140 women were arrested for acts of civil disobedience at the Monday action. For most, the charge
was blocking access to a federal building, a misdemeanor which carries a maximum sentence of thirty
days and/or a fine of $50. Thirty-four women pleaded
guilty or nolo contendere and were ordered to immediately begin serving ten-day sentences (thirty days if
they had any prior arrest). The 34 were manacled ankle,
wrist, and waist and were kept in an unheated bus without food overnight until their arrival at Alderson Federal Penitentiary in West Virginia. These women were
repeatedly denied access to counsel, and attempts to
reach them by phone were largely unsuccessful.
Of the others, 31 pleaded innocent and stayed in jail
to await trial, maintaining bail solidarity. The remainder
also pleaded innocent and posted bail in amounts from
$25 to $250. The women participating in bail solidarity
were taken before judges in Alexandria, Virginia where
twenty-five of them were forced to stand in an eight-byeight foot cell for five hours awaiting arraignment.
Although the charge was only a misdemeanor, all the
women were fingerprinted. They were eventually taken
to the Arlington County jail and locked into a gym
equipped with cots, no windows or bathrooms, and
twenty-four-hour lighting. At least eight women in the
bail solidarity group participated in a hunger strike.
Some do not have trial dates until January, and if they
do not post bail, may have to remain in jail until then.
Because the bail amounts were set prohibitively high
for a misdeameanor and because the conditions that
these women have had to endure have been unusually
severe, money is badly needed by the Women's Pentagon Action Defense Fund for bail and legal expenses.
Please send contributions to the fund cl o Women and
Life on Earth, P.O. Box 580, Amherst, MA 01002.

TIIE RESIST PLEDGE SYSTEM

The most important source of our income is monthly
pledges. Pledges help us to plan ahead by stabilizing
our monthly income. In addition to receiving the newsletter, pledges get a monthly reminder letter, containing
some news of recent grants. If you would like to learn
more, drop us a note. Or - take the plunge! -- and fill
out the handy form below.
Yes, I would like lo be a Resist pledge fur

D

$5/monlh

0 S10/monlh

•

0 $SO/month
0 _ _ _ (other)

$25/month

Name
Street

Zip__
City - - -----~State_ __ _ _...
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KEEPING TRACK

against half of the McAllen, Texas police force.
Mexican Americans in the area have been subjected to
racist police attacks and discrimination, and the Oficina
has instituted 18 lawsuits against the City and individual
police officers. So far, they have succeeded in winning
three of these cases and eight more are scheduled for
litigation soon.
Police brutality cases are notoriously hard to win, and
these were no exception. The attorney for the plaintiffs
was helped when he managed to get access to videotapes
made in the police station's booking room, site of some
of the acts of brutality. Police administr~tors at first
denied the existence of the tapes, but later under oath
testified not only to their existence but also to the fact
that the Chief of Police had ordered them destroyed. At
least some of these tapes will now be able to be used by
the Oficina. The revelation of the tapes' existence and
the conduct of the Chief of Police in the case were prime
factors in the eventual resignation of the Chief and four
of his officers.

We thought you'd like to know what's been happening
to some of the organizations that Resist has given
money to recently.
SIMPLEX STEERING COMMITTEE (274 Brookline
St., #6, Cambridge, MA 02139).
Simplex recently took part in a celebration of community strength and victory at the dedication of a new wall
mural in Cambridgeport. The mural shows a group of
people - black and white - resisting the approach of a
bulldozer; it represents the long struggle to prevent construction of an eight-lane "Inner Belt" highway which
would surround Boston and demolish countless neighborhoods. The Simplex Newsletter calls the controversial mural, painted along one side of a supermarket, "a
living testimony to the perserverance of ordinary people
in the face of overwhelming odds."
Opposition to the painting from Cambridge businessmen and MIT resulted in a two year struggle in which
the Simplex Steering Committee played a large role. In
turn, the successful moratorium on highway construction has actually made Simplex organizing possible.
According to the newsletter, "if the Inner Belt had been
built, the fight over Simplex land wouldn't have gotten
off the ground. There wouldn't be a multi-racial, multiethnic, working class community to defend against MIT
expansion and gentrification. One half of it would have
been destroyed and the other half left to drift, ripe for
picking by both MIT and Harvard:"
Simplex is actively committed to the preservation and
improvement of working class neighborhoods. It is
responsible for an ongoing moratorium on MIT land
purchases, and participates in the zoning study which
will decide future community development. Bi-monthly
newsletters and frequent leaflet distribution keep thousands of Cambridge-area residents informed about local
issues. A recent leaflet campaign at the inauguration of
the new president of MIT publicized the university's bad
neighbor policy. Simplex also conducts educationals to
spark community discussion of such issues as public
housing, displacement, redevelopment, and arson. By
creating campus support and widespread community
involvement, future victories like the wall mural will be
made possible. The Inner Belt defeat is just the beginning.

FARM LABOR ORGANIZING COMMITTEE (714

1/2 S. St. Clair, Toledo, OH 43609).
More than two years after 2000 migrant farmworkers
first walked off their jobs in the tomato fields of northwest Ohio, a strike led by the Farm Labor Organizing
Committee (FLOC) continues. And so does the boycott
called by FLOC against two of the giants of agribusiness
- Campbell's and Libby's. The striking workers are
demanding that the canneries negotiate a three-way
contract between canneries, growers and farmworkers.
In FLOC's analysis, the growers function as "secondlevel management'' for the canneries, who hold the real
power in an industry that grosses $27 million for raw
tomatoes in Ohio. "We had 33 contracts with growers,"
FLOC Secretary-Treasurer Ray Santiago explained,
"but they were not helping. We got some wage increases
and security. But we want a medical plan, travel compensation and pesticides protection. The growers won't
deal with that."
The long struggle has taken its toll on all concerned workers, growers, and · canneries. Three summers of
housing, feeding and transporting farmworker families
who have come from Florida and Texas to continue the
strike have drained FLOC's strike funds. But the canneries are also hurting. "They're beginning to feel the
pinch," Santiago told Liberation News Service. Last
March Campbell's tried to wriggle out of the boycott by
offering $250,000 to the Ohio Council of Churches to
set up day care and retraining programs for migrants.
The council refused. The boycott continues against
Campbell's and Libby's.
Asked when he expected the struggle to end, Santiago
replied, "Not this year. People knew it wouldn't be a
short-term struggle. We look at other organizations and
we see ourst:lves in it for a long time."

OFICINA LEGAL DEL PUEBLO UNIDA (P.O. Box
1493, San Juan, TX 78589).
The Oficina Legal del Pueblo Unido is a communitybased grassroots law office providing legal back-up to
the organizing efforts of farmworkers and the rural
poor in the Rio Grande Valley of South Texas. They are
currently litigating a series of police brutality cases
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tion period and for anti-military organizing in the
months and years to come. Resist's grant was to provide
conference scholarship for low income youth.

BLACK VETERANS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE, INC.
(1119 Fulton St., Brooklyn, NY 11238).
The Black Veterans are "against the draft, registration,
and volunteer service because [they] do not find it in the
interest of Black people to fight and kill other oppressed
people." Their organization formed in April 1978 and
now has 175 members. All poor and Black, their ages
range from 25-65. Their main goals are: to deliver services to veterans and community residents; to continue
the upgrading of veteran's discharges, specifically of
Vietnam veterans; and to provide counseling to Vietnam
veterans and members of the community. Black Vets
works with many other groups and coalitions, and has
co-sponsored events such as the "Black and Latino
Anti-Draft Rally in Harlem," "The Black Candidates
Convention 1980," an educational for the South West
African Peoples Organization, and a public hearing on
Veterans Administration abuse. They have also submitted to the United Nations a manifesto on conscientious objection, written from a Black perspective. Their ·
office equipment was stolen at about the time that they
received a grant from Resist.

BLACK AND PROUD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
(535 Erie St., Jackson, MS 39203).
The Black and Proud Elementary School was founded
in 1968 with the goal of providing a relevant, political
educational alternative for black youngsters and their
parents. After 9 years of offering part-time programs,
Black and Proud instituted a full-time program, and
now has 30 full-time students in kindergarten through
6th grade, as well as an active youth group that meets
evenings. The school is presently awaiting state accreditation _a nd offers academic subjects and vocational and
cultural courses: farming on their coop farm (which
provides food for the school's lunch program), sewing,
first aid, African dance and drumming, and French or
Swahili. Black and Proud emphasizes parent and community involvement and sponsors an '' Afrikan Unity
Rally" each May. This year's featured presentations
about recent events in. Iran, Zimbabwe and Mozambique and an address by United League founder and
president, Alfred "Skip" Robinson. The school
describes itself as emphasizing "pride in African Heritage, love of work and , the worker, collectivism, international solidarity with the oppressed and undying love
for and service to the people." Despite hard times the
school is persevering because of the commitment of
parents, community, teachers and pupils. Resist was
pleased to be able to support this exciting and growing
institution.

STUDENT PEACE MOBILIZATION (c/o Mobilization Against the Draft, 853 Broadway, Rm. 802, New
York, NY 10003).
On March 22 over 30,000 people gathered in Washington, D.C. for a national demonstration organized by the
Mobilization Against the Draft. Fully two-thirds of
those present were high schools and college students representing an enormous potential: a new generation
of young activists sensitive to the issues of conscription,
war and peace. To train and support young local activists, a Northeast Regional Conference has been organized by some of the former MAD staff, many of whom
are themselves draft age. · ·
The·conference is planned for the weekend of November 21-23 at the Community for Non-Violent Action
farm in Voluntown, Connecticut. Sessions will be
offered on campus and community organizing, the draft
and foreign policy, disarmament and the history of past
anti-war movements. Resource people for the weekend
will include Jeremy Brecher, former SDS activist,
author of Strike!, and the recent Common Sense for
Hard Times anti-draft pamphlets [also funded by
Resist], Marge Swan, long-time peace activist and until
recently director of AFSC/New England, Duane
Schenk of National CARD, and Marta Daniels, an
AFSC staffer in Connecticut and expert on nuclear
weapons and disarmament. The goals of the conference
are three-fold: 1) to service local and draft age organizers by providing training and skills sharing, and by
providing education on the past history of anti-war
organizing and on contemporary military issues; 2) to
build a communication network among draft age organizers. 3) to prepare for the upcoming January registra-

SERVICE EMPLOYEES FOR A DEMOCRATIC
UNION (P .0. Box 458, Kenmore Station, Boston, MA
02215).
Formed in 1977, SEDU is a radical/democratic caucus
of Mass. SEIU Local 254, representing primarily custodial workers in universities and institutions throughout
the state. The SEIU rank and file is largely black, thirdworld or non-English speaking; needless to say, the
SEIU leadership is not. For the past several years SEDU
has run its own slate and has published a free newsletter
in English, Spanish, and Portugues~.
Although they lost the most recent election, in March
of this year, SEDU has filed suit against the union leadership challenging the results of the election on the
grounds that it was in violation of federal law, that there
was blatant discrimination against minorities and
. women (SEDU candidates who were minority or female
were found "ineligible" by the union leadership), and
that there was collusion with the Department of Labor
which supervised the election. Resist's grant was for an .
emergency issue of the newsletter devoted to the results
of the election and the challenge.
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